FREEMASONRY IN THE PUBLIC EYE

CRITICISM AND RESPONSE

POSSIBLE CAUSES PROMPTING CRITICISM:

Misunderstanding, misinformation, completely uninformed, jealousy, desire for attention, a threat or competition.

THE USUAL CRITICISMS:

Freemasonry is a secret society

Freemasonry is a religion

Freemasonry preaches salvation by works

Masonic Ritual is a form of worship

Freemasonry is incompatible with Christianity

Freemasonry attempts to unify different religions

Freemasonry practices exclusivity

FACTS ABOUT FREEMASONRY TO ANSWER CRITICISMS:

Freemasonry is not now and never has been a secret society. The only “secrets” in Freemasonry are the traditional modes of recognition: the signs, the grips, and words.

Freemasonry expects certain standards of moral behavior from its members. Provided that a Candidate has a belief in a Supreme Being, is freeborn, of lawful age, & well recommended then there is no bar to his entry to Freemasonry. There are certainly no bars with regards to race, religion, politics, color, social or financial standing.

There are no elements of worship in Masonic ritual. The saying of prayers is another example of old traditions being carried on in Freemasonry. Prayers in Masonic context are not acts of worship but the simple asking for a blessing at the beginning of work and returning thanks at its successful conclusion.

There is no such concept as a separate Masonic God, nor is there a composite Masonic God.

Freemasonry makes no attempt to influence an individual’s relationship with God, only his relationship with others. The use of such references as Great Architect is simply to enable members of different faiths to pray together in Lodge and to refer to God without the differences of their religion obtruding.

Freemasonry does not offer its members salvation; it expects them to find salvation within the teachings of their particular religion.

Freemasonry is most certainly not an insidious enemy of Christianity, nor does it diminish a Christian’s faith. Freemasonry does, however, teach tolerance.

